21st February 2005

Dear Mrs Moratti

Minister for Education, Universities and scientific Research

I am writing on behalf of the Physical Education Association (UK) which is a body that represents the needs of teachers of PE in schools, those training to teach PE and the personnel engaged in working and supporting teachers and students of PE.

The European Physical Education Association has informed us, that Italy is considering a reduction in hours devoted to physical education at secondary level. I felt that it was imperative to share with you work (some of which is research based) that has been going on in the UK, which demonstrates the positive benefits of incorporating high quality PE throughout a pupil’s time in school. The evidence is culminating which suggests that high quality PE provision for young people has an impact on whole school issues. It has been found that “High quality PE and school sport can bring about improvements in everything from attendance to behaviour to leadership skills and attainment across the curriculum” (www.qca.gov.org)

At a point when England is investing a considerable amount of time and money into improving the quality of the PE for young g people it would be a shame to see Italy move away from this, especially in light of the positive benefits demonstrated, not just within the subject (adopting healthy lifestyles, acquiring basic skills, knowledge to engage in lifelong physical activity) but also beyond the subject. We would like to urge you to reconsider your position, especially in light of the detrimental effect this could have on a pupil’s whole education and lifestyle.

Yours sincerely

Jackie Moses

Chair of The International Affairs Working Group

On behalf of PEA(UK)

